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Since my last column, spring weather has allowed 
an increase in construction activity on the Victorian 
Desalination Project. 

More than 1400 tonnes of the plant’s 3600 tonne 
structural steel frame has been erected and roof 
panels are being installed at a rapid rate. 

The installation of mechanical components is 
continuing, with DMPF fi ltration vessels, reverse 
osmosis racks and massive high pressure pumps 
being delivered regularly to site. 

Pipework that will connect the various components 
is also being installed, as well as the fi rst sections 
of the ventilation system. 

Tunnel boring machines are continuing work on 
the underground tunnels, with the intake tunnel 
now around 70% complete and the outlet tunnel, 
which started later, around 30% complete. 

The jack-up barge has arrived and been towed 
into position off Williamsons Beach for installation 
of the marine structures. Drilling for the intake 
risers has now started. 

A marine exclusion zone is in place around the 
jack-up barge, simply to create a safe boundary 
between the activities being undertaken within 
the zone, and other people and boats out on 
the water. 

The boundary of the zone is 500 metres out from 
the shore. Williamsons Beach remains open for 
public enjoyment right throughout construction. 

Local roads have been the subject of a lot of 
discussion lately and I’d like to talk about that.

Heavy rain events have caused problems 
with road surfaces across Victoria lately and 
heavy construction traffi c certainly doesn’t 
help the situation. 

Our design and construction contractor, Thiess 
Degrémont, is committed to maintaining safe 
traffi c conditions, both for our people and for the 
local communities with whom we are sharing 
roads during the construction phase. 

They work closely with Councils and VicRoads 
on a day to day basis, developing traffi c plans, 
assessing traffi c impacts and developing 
management strategies to minimise impacts. 

To date, more than 250 Traffi c Management Plans 
have been prepared for the project, defi ning how 
we will safely manage the interface between 
construction traffi c and public roads. 

Some of these plans describe how major over-
dimensional transport exercises (such as the DMPF 
units) are carried out under strict permit conditions 
set by VicRoads relating to specifi c routes that 
must be followed and times within which goods 
must be transported. 

To minimize the number of work vehicles on local 
roads, the project has reached agreements with 
nine local facilities (such as sports grounds) where 
pipe and power workers can park. They are then 
transported by bus to their work location. 

Hundreds of fi xed and electronic safety signs are 
used across the project to notify drivers of changed 
traffi c conditions, detours and road closures, we 
doorknock and letter-box drop homes and we also 
issue regular Works Notifi cations to describe 
important upcoming construction activities. 

We also participate in the Traffi c Management 
Liaison Group, which serves as a conduit 
between the project, local councils and other 
relevant authorities. 

Along the pipe and power alignment, there are 
a number of local roads that construction vehicles 
need to use in order to access the construction 
easement and deliver supplies. 

We are maintaining designated roads while 
we’re using them, so there are now three road 
maintenance crews working along the pipeline 
to ensure repairs are undertaken as and when 
needed. Post-construction, these roads will be 
returned to their original condition. 

The Victorian Desalination Project is the 
biggest infrastructure project undertaken in 
the state’s history. 

Roads will continue to be busy for some months. 
Delivery of pipe sections and sand for backfi ll is 
nearing completion, however, removal of spoil 
along the pipeline will continue to involve a 
signifi cant number of truck movements. 

The focus of pipeline construction activity is now 
around The Gurdies and Kilcunda. This is a hilly 
area with narrow winding roads, so I would 
encourage everyone to take special care when 
driving in these areas. 

We are grateful to the many communities 
impacted for their patience and tolerance. 

Chris Herbert CEO, AquaSure 


